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Repercussions Embarrass Reds

Warsaw Trial of American Writer

Puts Intellectyal Freedom in Dock

But Wankowicz did not re-;
cant. Instead }2 prepared a
strong speech ior a congress
of Polish writers in Lublin on
June 28, making a number oi:
copies.

He " distributed severai of
these to friends here. Anocther
he sent through an intermedi-

ary to his daughter i'_n ‘Wash-

" By Robert H. Estabrook

'Che Washington Post Foreign Servich

"WARSAW, Nov., 15-—Intel-
lectual freedom in this Com-
munist-run couniry has been
symbolically on trial with
Polish-American . writer Mel-
chior Wankowicz, and like
Wankowicz it is for the mo-
ment under sentence.

By all indications, Polish
Commaunist leader Wladyslaw
Gomulka ordered  the arrest

jof Wankowicz as. a warning to

intellectuals who had pro-

itested against the increasing

repression of the regime.
- But the effect of Wanko-

| wicz’s trial and conviction on!

abroad”
L

charges of “slandering Poland
could be merel

Commumsts concedo frankly
that the whole affair was a
bad mistake, and one official
privately terms it “stupid” in
terms -of its repercussions.
So embarrassed is the
government that it has ap-
proached Wankowiez secretly
with an offer to let him leave
the country. He has refused.
- Wankowicz, 72, was sen-
tenced' last Monday to three
years’ imprisonment in a
court proceeding -that had
cloak - and - dagger overtones.|

Among the accusations was

|ously a leading Polish author.

that material he' had sent

Poland by Radio Free Europe
Half his sentence was re-
mitted because of an amnesty
last July after the alleged of-
fense was committed. Wanko-

wicz -is now free pending
appeal.

The case goes back to the
courageous letter sent to Pre-
mier Josef Cyrankiewicz ]ast|
March 14 by 34 intellectuals,
who complained about sharp-
ened censorship .and llmlta-
tions on paper supplies to pub-

lxcatmns out of official ravor.
The complaint was amply
{borne out'by many individual
frustrations.

{ Among the signers was Wan

'k()w1cz, a naturalized Ameri-
'can citizen who is simultane-

whnse'husbar.!d works for the

Agency.

The speech it-elf was rever
delivered, but the substance
was broadcast by Radio Free
Europe, with nc indication of
how RFE obtairad a copy. Of
ficials here insist that Wank-
owicz sent a copy to his daugh-
ter with the jntent that it
would be passec on. |

Woman. Speaks

Although Weakowiex him-!
self did not spe:k at the Lub-
lin writers’ congress, the!

| grande dame of Pclish letters, !

Maria Dombrovwska, made al
speech setting forth the views!
of the 34 and incorpor:ting
some of WanXewice’s points,
Then came : nother reet:
ing of writers ou Oect. 5, at
which ~ a top-renking ' Polishi
Cormunist, Zenon Kliszko,}
denounced then. for lending:

UA popular Polish writer before
{World War II, Wankowicz was
'sentenced to death in absentia
by the Nazis, obtained Ameri-,
can citizenship in 1956 and re-
turned here in 1958 to plunge
into Polish affairs. - -

Government Displeased

Publication of the letter
abroad made the government;
extremely unhappy, ‘and var-
ious pressures were brouglit
upon the less secure among
the signers.

Although some stood their
ground, 22-of the 34 subse-
quently said they had not in-
{tended their protest to be used
ps_arntl-Polish propdgsnda..

themselves to propaganda. |
Almost as the writers were;
mecting, Wankowicz was ar-
rested and eharg ed with s:and-
er. Every sign jointed t: the
conclusion that “he rc-ime
had previously leierminui to
make him an ex.mple.

It 18 known _.h&t Gomulke
personally ordersd the arrest,
explaining in ef:ect that wan-
kowicz had broken Polish iaw
and that there c¢ould no: ¢
one law for orcinary cit: ons
and another for writers.
Wankowicz may have lLeen
technically guilts under Polish
law. Because of the roie he
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L
W had choscn to play (& Polish! .-
‘affairs, the American Embassy|
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- grounds for a strong protest. i
Defendent Has Counsel

The defendant was repre-|

e sented by counsel, and the trial
I was nominally public, although
i admission was by ticket only.
 American consul Walter B.
‘Smith obtained a ticket only
.Iafter making a vigorous de-
imand. American journalists;
were excluded altogether. |

The only witness against,
‘Wankowicz was one Tadeusz}
Cibor, not otherwise identi-
fied, who testified in closed
session. It has been estab-
- lished, however, that Cihor
was listed as second secretary
Gﬁ%ﬁfmbassy in Wash-

Bt t June.

Observers here speculate
that Cibor was in fact an agent
‘of the Polish Ministty of the
Interior, which operates the
secret  police, and that he
somehow betrayed the con-
fidence of Mrs. Erdman—
though how a copy of Wan-
kowicz’s speech got to Radio
Free Europe has  not beenI
publicly explained.:

In any event Wankowicz said
openly at his tirial that “A
Polish intelligence agent was
closer to my daughter than i
my daughter was to Radio : : i
Free Europe.” :
o ’ : He also said in court that

} “this is the only forum in
Poland today in which the
truth can be told.”

ertmg‘ Restrame d

i

wort

Wankowicz may have exag-
.gerated. Restraints on the|
'written word are many and CPYRGHT
onerous, but the plastic arts
lare relatively free and there
is plenty of verbal' criticism.

It is the trend, however,
that worries men like Wanko-
wicz, who was attracted back
to Poland in the exciting ex-
pectations of liberalization
after the almost bloodless 1958
revolution that cast off the
rigid Soviet grip. H

For such hopes the present
outlook is unqguestionably
bleak. Some of the more opti-
mistic here contend that there
can be no going bhack to the
conditions before 1956 and
that the current confinement

is only a zag in a necessarily |
zigzag development,
Meanwhile Poland's Com-|
munist government, which has
een squirming uncomfortably
X ) nd doubtless would -like to
orget the whole Wankowicz'

HW 16 1984 ase, may 'find that it has &
illmg martyr of its own, mnk-

ng: on its hareds
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